IRMA

The last and most intense typhoon of the year was first
noted on synoptic charts as a quasi-stationary circulation
in the western Carolines on the 2nd of November. By the 6th,
a strong band of westerlies developed south of 5N. The long
fetch of these winds resulted in increased seas which
affected the atolls in the area. Early on the 8th, satel-
lite data showed that the cloudiness associated with the
system was showing increasing organization, and tropical
storm Irma was born.

Later in the afternoon, Woleai Atoll reported 30 kt
with gusts to 50 kt as the storm center was located by
reconnaissance aircraft 50 n mi west of the station
(Figure 5-57). Reports from Eauripik Atoll indicated that
high seas had inundated 200 ft inland and several houses
were washed away.

Irma's track was erratic for the next 24 hours until
she began a northwestward heading, passing 30 n mi west of
Ulithi the morning of the 10th. Reports from the atoll
indicated 30 kt, gusts to 60 kt and a minimum sea level
pressure of 996.3 mb. Of the Yap district only Fais and
Ulithi atolls had appreciable damage and this was limited
to crops.

Reaching typhoon force the evening of the 10th, Irma
described a smooth northwesterly track, attaining super-
typhoon status late on the 11th. Reaching peak winds in
excess of 150 kt during the 12th and remaining in the 130-
kt-plus classification for a 36-hour period, Irma began to
recurve around the subtropical ridge at 127E. Paralleling
the Ryukyu Island chain and accelerating in forward speed
as she came under the influence of the westerlies, Irma
transformed to extratropical characteristics as she sped
south of Honshu on the 15th at 35 kt. During the passage
of the eye 65 n mi east of Okinawa, highest winds experi-
enced on the island were at Naha, which recorded 48 kt
gusting to 80 kt, while Kadena AB reported 45 kt with gusts
to 64 kt.

At sea, the 2,474-ton Panamanian HUALIEN was run aground
at Peng Chia Hsu Island northeast of Taipei presumably by
heavy swells. The 13,616-ton Liberian ore carrier BANALUNA
bound from Leyte Island, Philippines to Tobata, Japan was
reported missing and feared to have went down during Irma.
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FIGURE 5-57. ESSA-9 PHOTO OF IRMA AS A TROPICAL STORM LOCATED
WEST OF WOLEAI ATOLL ON 9 NOVEMBER.
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FIGURE 5-58. TYPHOON IRMA DURING HER RAPID DEEPENING STAGE IN
THE PHILIPPINE SEA ON THE AFTERNOON OF 11 NOVEMBER.
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The most significant aspect to typhoon Irma was the
explosive deepening rate of 4 mb per hour which took place
during a 24-hour period spanning the 10th and 11th of
November (Figures 5-58 and 5-59). The deepening culminated
in a dropsonde reading of 884 mb, which ranked the storm's
central pressure among the lowest on record.¥®
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FIGURE 5-59. SUPER TYPHOON IRMA AS PHOTOGRAPHED BY ESSA-9 EAST
OF LUZON ON 12 NOVEMBER.

*Typhoon's Joan (Aug 59) - 884 mb, Nina (Aug 53) - 883 mb,
Ida (Sep 58) - 877 mb (see Jordan, 1961).
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